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Minutes of the meeting held on June 21, 2022 

A meeting of the Lower Paxton Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 

7:01 p.m. by Chairman Henry on the above date at the Lower Paxton Township Municipal 

Center 425 Prince Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Supervisors present in addition to Mr. Henry were Robin Lindsey, Norman Zoumas, 

and Chris Judd. Also in attendance were Bradley Gotshall, Township Manager, Samuel 

Miller, Assistant Township Manager, Amanda Zerbe, Director of Community Development, 

and Steve Stine, Township Solicitor. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Mrs. Lindsey led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approval of Minutes 

Mrs. Lindsey motioned to approve the minutes of the business meetings held on February 

15, 2022, and March 1, 2022. Mr. Zoumas seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a voice 

vote, and a unanimous vote of approval followed. 

Announcements 

Mr. Henry announced that the Supervisors met before the meeting in executive session, 

and they would meet again afterward. 

Public Comment 

There was none. 

Chairman and Board Members' Comments 

Mr. Henry noted the loss of Mrs. Polly Murphy, one of the Township's leading citizens 

who volunteered her time and coordinated countless activities in the Township. 
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On behalf of the Supervisors, Mr. Henry extended condolences to Mr. Murphy and his 

family. 

Mr. Zoumas announced that he attended the Capital Area Council of Government 

Meeting on Monday, June 20, 2022, where they had a guest speaker from Keystone Human 

Services. 

Mrs. Lindsey announced that she, Mr. Zoumas, and Mr. Gotshall all attended a seminar 

hosted by the Greater Area Harrisburg Realtors Association. Ryan Unger of Creed was the guest 

speaker at this seminar. She thanked the Linglestown Area Civic Association and Christian 

Fonseca, Economic Development Coordinator for starting the first Linglestown Farmer's 

Market. The Linglestown Farmer's Market is open on the 3rd Saturday, each month starting at 

8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. Also, the Township is hosting the second summer concert of the 

year at Heroes Gove, Friday, June 24, 2022, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Manager's Report 

Bradley Gotshall, Township Manager, announced that Waste Management has postponed 

the yard waste collection this week, due to staffing shortages. The routes scheduled for 

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday will be collected the following week. 

Old Business 

There was none. 

New Business 

Action to Adopt Ordinance 22-05; Amending Chapter 203 of the Zoning Ordinance, Section 
303. A, Modifying the Lower Paxton Township Zoning Map to Rezone Land from the R-1, Low­ 

Density Residential District to the Traditional Neighborhood Development Overlay District 

The transcription of this Public Hearing is attached to the minutes. 
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Mr. Zoumas motioned to approve Ordinance 22-05, which amends Chapter 203 of the 

Zoning Ordinance, Section 303A Modifying the Lower Paxton Township Zoning Map to Rezone 

Land from the R-1, Low-Density Residential District to the Traditional Neighborhood 

Development Overlay District. Mr. Judd seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a roll call 

vote. Mrs. Lindsey abstained, Mr. Zoumas aye, Mr. Judd aye, and Mr. Henry aye. The vote was 

3: 1 approving Ordinance 22-05. 

Action to Approve Application for Payment No. 1 from JVI Group, Inc. 
for the 2022 LPT Paving Project 

Mrs. Lindsey motioned to approve Application for Payment No. 1 from JVI Group, Inc. 

for $551,361.55. Mr. Zoumas seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a voice vote, and a 

unanimous vote of approval followed. 

Action to Approve Pay Application #2 and Change Order # 1 from JNS Paving and Excavating, 
Corp., for the Brightbill Park Basketball Court Resurfacing Project 

Mr. Judd motioned to approve Application #2 for $4,704.00 and Change Order# 1 for an 

increase of $3,500.00 to the original contract price, from JNS Paving and Excavating, Corp. for 

the Brightbill Basketball Court Resurfacing project. Mr. Zoumas seconded the motion. Mr. 

Henry called for a voice vote, and a unanimous vote followed. 

Action on Resolutions 22-21-01 to 22-21-10; Endorsing and Authorizing the Submission of 
Dauphin County Local Share Grant Applications 

Mrs. Lindsey motioned to approve Resolutions 22-21-01 to 22-21-10, which endorse and 

authorize the submission of Dauphin County Local Share Grant Applications. Mr. Judd 

seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a voice vote, and a unanimous vote followed. 
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Subdivision and Land Development 

Improvement Guarantees 

Mr. Zoumas motioned to approve the Improvement Guarantees for Columbia Cottages, 

and Mrs. Lindsey seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a voice vote, and a unanimous vote 

of approval followed. 

Mr. Judd motioned to approve the Improvement Guarantee for Shadebrook, Phase 3. Mr. 

Zoumas seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a roll call vote, and Mrs. Lindsey abstained 

from voting, Mr. Zoumas aye, Mr. Judd aye, and Mr. Henry aye. The Improvement Guarantee 

for Shade brook, Phase 3 was approved at a 3: 1 vote. 

Payment of Hills -Lower Paxton Township & Lower Paxton Township Authority 

Mr. Zoumas made a motion to pay the bills for Lower Paxton Township and the Lower 

Paxton Township Authority. Mrs. Lindsey seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a voice 

vote, and a unanimous vote of approval followed. 

Announcements 

Mr. Henry announced that the next Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 5, 

2022, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Center. 

Mrs. Lindsey announced that the next Authority Board meeting Tuesday, June 28, 2022, 

has been canceled. 

Adjournment 

Mr. Zoumas motioned to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Judd seconded the motion. Mr. Henry 

called for a voice vote, and a unanimous vote of approval followed, and the Chairman adjourned 

the meeting at 7: 18 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, Approved by, 

Shellie Smith 
Recording Secretary Secretary 
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We are following the minimum, you know, 

widths that are needed. And it's not the style of a TND 

that you're referencing (indicating) that would kind of 

touch. So I just wanted to -- 

We are following the setbacks. We have 

setback requirements that we need to meet for the 

ordinance. 

MR. REITER JR.: That's just about all I had 

to add, but I just wanted to say it's much nicer to look at 

neighborhoods that have a little bit more space between the 

houses and a little more yard to them. It's much nicer 

overall. 

THE SOLICITOR: Thank you. 

Is there anyone else who wishes to be heard 

on Ordinance 22-06? 

Yes. Please go to the podium. I think we 

already have your name, don't we? 

MS. FORKER: Sure do. 

MS. LINDSEY: Debra Forker. 

MS. FORKER: Yeah. 

Just so I understand the process, you'll 

make the decision about the overlay -- I get that -- and 

then the builder will submit building plans, correct? 

MR. GEHRET: Incorrect. 

MS. FORKER: Correct? Walk me through. 
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MR. GEHRET: If this map amendment were to 

be approved tonight, the next step for the developer is to 

submit a yield plan, natural feature plan, to the township. 

It gets reviewed by the zoning officer, township engineer, 

and the planning commission at a public meeting. Then it 

would get approved by the Board of Supervisors. 

After that, then a subdivision and land 

development would follow, and then that would go through 

the same process again, planning commission, Board of 

Supervisor for approval. 

MS. FORKER: Okay. So through those steps 

and the process, we will gain information in terms of, you 

know, if there's a traffic study, if there's an 

environmental study, correct? 

MR. GEHRET: Absolutely. And you'll have 

the ability to make comments during those meetings for any 

of the concerns that you may have. 

MS. FORKER: I guess one of the -- talking 

with the neighbors, we are on wells on Carrollton Drive. 

And so one of the concerns would be sewer and water going 

into that development. 

MR. GEHRET: That's a requirement of the 

open space development. 

MS. FORKER: Thank you. Thank you. 

THE SOLICITOR: Thank you. 
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Is there anyone else who wishes to be heard 

on Ordinance 22-06? 

( No response. ) 

THE SOLICITOR: Seeing no response, Mr. 

Chairman, it would be in order at this time to close the 

public hearing 

MR. JUDD: One more. 

THE SOLICITOR: Yes, sure. Go to the podium 

and give us your name. 

MS. CIRILLO: My name is Daris Cirillo. I 

live at 2533 Wicklow Drive. 

Who currently owns that property? Do 

Nissleys still own it or --- 

MS. SHANK: Yes, they do. 

MS. CIRILLO: She still owns it. 

THE SOLICITOR: Is there anyone else who 

wishes to be heard on Ordinance 22-06? 

( No response. ) 

THE SOLICITOR: Seeing no response, Mr. 

Chairman, it would be in order at this time to close the 

public hearing of Ordinance 22-06, and the Board may take 

action, if it so desires. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Stine. 

And thank you to all of you. And again, 

thank you for your patience without sound amplification. I 
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know it made things more difficult than usual tonight, and 

we very much appreciate you bearing with us with that 

problem. 

We now have before us Ordinance 22-06. 

Before we have any discussion on it -- well, let's have 

discussion, and then we'll take a motion, I suppose. 

Do any of the Board members have additional 

questions or comments that you would like to make? 

MR. JUDD: Other than, Mr. Chairman 

usually, people in the township, they don't ask for much. 

And usually land development is one of the things that 

brings people out, which is natural. 

In my neighborhood, a few blocks away, 

they're building now what has long been an empty field. 

And the decisions as far as whether or not things will be 

developed, generally, occur years and years ago, when the 

zoning map was laid out and the township decides what is 

permitted. 

So, unfortunately, in most of these cases, 

including tonight, the option of no development, keep it 

the way it is is not -- we don't have the ability to choose 

that option. So then we're just looking at what is the 

best option before us. And the planning commission, the 

county planning commission and township planning commission 

knew the pros and cons that we all talked about tonight. 
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So just, that's for me, that's how I 

approach this issue tonight. And it looks like, just for 

the arguments that were made, that the overlay is the best 

option. 

MS. LINDSEY: I bought a home in Union 

Station two and a half years ago. I lived in our other 

house, in a single-family also, for 40 years. And we 

backed up to a very large field, and we were hoping to get 

maybe five years out of it where there would be no 

development. We found out in the spring that it has been 

sold, and they're building 41 homes behind us. 

So it's one of those things, you don't want 

stuff to be developed, but it does happen. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Anybody else? 

(No response.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: I will just say that, just to 

echo what Mr. Judd said, once the -- this is an R-1 zone. 

So the developer, they've used the term "by right" a lot 

tonight. They have a right, because it's zoned R-1, to 

develop it and put that number of houses on it. We do not 

have the ability to tell them, "No, you cannot. do it at 

all." 

A couple of years ago, we tried that with a 

particular development that we thought did not belong where 

it was going to go and would create a public safety 

. . . .. . .... , ' .. . .,. ~- ·- ·~ .__, ,,.. ... ' .. ~- .,..,. ". ' ..,,., .. .., 
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problem. And we saw a serious traffic and public safety 

issue, so we voted it down. They took us to court. It did 

not end well for us. So we know that there's a limit to 

what we can and cannot do. 

We do have discretion as to whether or not 

to allow the overlay. The developer will have to go 

through the process that Mr. Gehret has outlined. There's 

going to be many other opportunities for you to get 

information and have input. And I would encourage you to 

take advantage of those opportunities at each step. 

For myself -- I mean, I understand that you 

don't want anything there. 

anything there either. 

MR. REITER: That's not what we're saying. 

I mean, if I wouldn't want 

MS. FORKER: That's not what we're saying. 

MR. REITER: Just don't do the overlay. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, personally, I think 

what you're asking for, down the road, you'd regret because 

one thing, it's real hard for me to vote against open space 

preservation because we hear this all over the township 

every time there's proposed development. People want open 

space, open space, open space. 

And this overlay would preserve a 

significant amount of open space. And, personally -- I 

mean, I understand that you don't want the density, but I 
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think when it's all said and done, you're going to be much 

happier that the open space was preserved. 

And also, yes, there's going to be 

stormwater issues. I think you're correct. But I think 

there would be more stormwater issues across a wider area 

for more people if we were to go with what R-1 is. 

So, you know, they have the ability to put 

this number of houses on it, whichever way we go. So the 

question before us is which way do we think, ultimately, 

will be the best esthetically for the area? 

So with that, if there are no further 

questions, is there a motion? 

MS. LINDSEY: Mr. Chairman, I'll make a 

motion to adopt Ordinance 22-06 zoning map amendment for 

1620 Parkway West to rezone land in the R-1 low density 

residential district to the OSD, open space development 

overlay district, Parcel 35-004-015. 

THE CHAIRMAN: So moved. Is there a second? 

MR. ZOUMAS: I'll second the beginning of a 

very long process. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded. And noted that 

it's the beginning of a long process. 

Any additional comments, Board Members, 

before we vote? 

(No response,) 
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THE CHAIRMAN: All in favor please indicate 

by saying "aye." 

(Unanimous vote.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Anybody opposed? 

(No response.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Again, the beginning of a 

long process. I'm sure we'll see you all back here many 

times before this is done. Thank you. 

(The hearing concluded at 8:34 p.m.) 
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